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level, and they were confident that rocks, though invisible at the
surface, must be present beneath. This was their main achieve-
ment and it may be supported by the discoveries of Admiral Byrd.
No account of their work as a whole appears to have been published
in any European language and scarcely any scientific researches
were attempted.
2. The British Imperial Expedition, 1920-2.1
There were originally four members of this expedition: Mr.
J. L. Cope, leader, formerly with the Ross Sea Party of Shackleton's
1914-16 Expedition; Captain G. H. (now Sir Hubert) Wilkins,
second in command; T. W. Bagshawe, geologist, and Lieutenant
M. C. Lester, R.N.R., navigator. The object was to continue the
work of Nordenskj old's Expedition by mapping the western coast-
line of the Weddell Sea southwards from Snow Hill Island as
far, if possible, as the Filchner Barrier.
Arrangements had been made with Norwegian whalers to land
the party at Hope Bay in Antarctic Sound. The ice conditions,
however, rendered this impossible and a landing was affected oa
January i2th, 1921, on the Danco Coast, Western Graham Land.
This point was only between 30 and 40 miles beyond the farthest
extremity of Nordenskjold's survey, and for seven weeks the coast
was explored in an attempt to find a route possible for men, sledges,
stores and eight dogs over the inland plateau to the Weddell Coast.
These efforts failed, and at the end of February it was decided that
Cope should return to Montevideo and obtain a vessel in which
to make the journey, the following spring, to Hope Bay. Wilkins
determined to leave the expedition, but Bagshawe and Lester elected
to remain behind, to carry out scientific observations and so to
preserve the continuity of the expedition.
Leaving Bagshawe in the camp, the other three set out in their
lifeboat to find the whalers and inform them of this change of
plan, A week later they returned and on March 4th, 1921, Bag-
shawe and Lester were left as arranged at Water Boat Point, which
was the name of their Base in Andvord Bay. The next day they
were visited by Captain O. Andersen, of the factory ship Svend-
Foyn I, who could not persuade them to forgo their determination
to remain in the south all the winter, but who promised to come
to their rescue, if necessary, the next season.
1 "Geog. Journ./' LXH, 1923, 174-93-